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h e University of  
Florida’s Summer 
Media Institute 
has been around 

for generations. It’s only 
natural for a program like SMI 
to evolve over time, and so it 
has. 

It has grown vastly in the 
time since its introduction, but 
it’s also grown even more so in 
the past year. Lecturer Herbert 
Lowe became director last 
summer, and took many steps 
toward changing the program 
for the better.

Over the years, the 
program has consistently 
provided students interested 
in journalism with more 
opportunities to learn about 
and better their journalism 
skills. The program’s main 
goal is and has been to show 
students new ways to improve 
upon themselves and their 
school publications back home.

While the program’s main 
goal of  teaching about the 
different types of  journalism 
has remained the same, the 
ways in which SMI has gone 
about teaching students 
have changed under Lowe’s 
leadership. His personal goal 
for the program this year was 
to make it more appealing 
for all types of  students with 
varying interests. 

According to Lowe, last 
summer’s program mainly 
consisted of  “four men talking 
about things that might 
not resonate with as many 
people.” It was much less 

diverse, both attendee-wise 
and program-wise. At the very 
first general session of  this 
program on Sunday night, 
Lowe announced to all of  the 
attendees that he had worked 
to make the program more 
diverse and accepting. 

This week’s general sessions, 
electives and keynotes have 
been full of  people with 
different stories to tell. From 
Sunday night’s 19-year-old 
Malick Mercier to Tuesday 
morning’s panel of  women in 
leadership roles, the program 
has allowed for students to be 
able to see themselves in the 
guest speakers, regardless of  
race and gender.

“I ask myself  what students 
will remember most (about 

the program). For some of  
them, Malick will be the most 
inspirational thing, while 
for others, it’ll be the panel 
today, while for others it’ll 
be just learning about what 
they needed to know to get 
into UF,” Lowe said. This 
difference in what will impact 
students the most alone shows 
how much the program has 
changed to become more 
inclusive.

The inclusivity that Lowe 
strived for made the program 
even better for students who 
chose to return after last year. 
Returning students like Ashlee 
Rice enjoyed SMI last year, but 
think it’s improved greatly in 
the last year.

“The speakers are more 

diverse this year, which I really 
like and I feel like we’re really 
delving into topics that we 
hadn’t delved into last time, 
like some of  the movements 
and some of  the more 
controversial topics I don’t feel 
like we covered that as much 
last time,” Rice said.

Lowe wants SMI to grow 
from here and is encouraging 
all students to return next year, 
if  possible, suggesting that, “I 
hope anybody who is here who 
is not going to be a college 
student next year and has had 
an experience here that will 
make them want to come back 
next year does come back and 
brings a friend or two.”

Shay Porter poses with Malick Mercier in the 
Reitz Union. “It’s nice to hear from people who 
are our age doing things people in our age group 
doing things people our age only dream about,” 
Porter said. Photo courtesy of Shay Porter

The modern 
magazine class 
lays out magazines 
for inspiration. 
The magazine 
track was new 
this year. 
Photo by Bailly Gray 

Freshman admissions adviser Chelsea Nesbeth presents on Monday 
evening. Nesbeth’s UF admissions session was an elective last year, but 
was changed to a general session this year because of  high interest. 
Photo by Bailly Gray

PROGRAM Story by Alexis Schatten

Institute grows 
and diversifies
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T raditional 
journalism is 
fading. The New 
York Times is 

failing. CNN is fake news. 
That’s one narrative, at 

least. President Trump said 
in a tweet that “if  the press 
would cover me accurately and 
honorably, I would have far less 
reason to tweet, sadly, I don’t 
know if  that will ever happen.” 

The growing confl ict between 
news agencies and viewers has 
been established through the 
belief  that most news is “fake” 
and in turn viewers are less 
likely to trust media outlets. 

In 2016, the American Press 
Institute did a study and found 
that about 4 in 10 Americans 
(38 percent) can recall a 
specifi c recent incident that 
caused them to lose trust in a 
news source. The concept of  
journalism has always been to 
tell the truth through stories of  
others, and shine a light on the 
issues in the world that many 
people would have never seen. 

However, the face of  
journalism today is not the 
same face it will represent 
tomorrow. SMI Director 
Herbert Lowe said the main 
struggle journalism faces today 
is that people have so many 
options they can go to, they 
tend to go to places where 
they think they agree with the 
sources of  that information. 

“If  you’re worried about 
bias, I think it has a lot to do 
with people who are looking 
for others to tell them to affi  rm 

what they already think, so 
there is a diff erence between 
journalism and punditry,”  
Lowe said. 

The SMI workshop  
attracted 152 students from 
across the United States, 
Puerto Rico and Barbados. 
Not only have students come 
from diverse areas, but they 
all bring unique perspectives 
on the media. 

In a year known for the 

rise of  youth activism, from 
the aftermath of  the Stoneman 
Douglas shooting to the 
#MeToo movement, students 
are increasingly using their 
voices. 

Those young activists include 
SMI students Lauren Cohen, 
14, and Jami Pollan, 15. 
Cohen, who participated in 
both anti-gun and women’s 
rights protests, said students 
voices should be heard. 

“When I fi rst started 
protesting, I did receive some 
backlash, but now I believe that 
people are actually empowered 
by my voice, because the youth 
is the future and I think it’s 
so important that our voice is 
heard,” Cohen said. 

Pollan, who lives in 
Tallahassee, said she will 
always fi ght for what she feels 
is right, and that she doesn’t 
mind journalism is doing the 

CROSS
Journalism and activism collide as voices emerge

Story 
by Anna 
Wilder

Showing her respect at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas memorial, Lauren Cohen, 14, captures a 
photo of  the posters made in honor of  the victims. Photos by Lauren Cohen
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same. “Activism only works if  
you can get it out to as many 
people as possible, and I feel 
as if  that is where journalism 
comes in,” Pollan said. 

Many journalists are being 
criticized for taking a stance      
of  opinion on these events 
as they are covering them, 
of  opinion on these events as 
they are covering them, and 
creating diff erent types of  news 
that some people, like Pollan, 
said it a way to include both 
activism and journalism for the 
better. 

“The media has recently 
shown a diff erent type 
of  personality for a 
generation who has 
learned the mistakes of  the 
past. Instead of  waiting for 
someone to listen, they say 
they will be heard,” 
- Shamarria Morrison, 23

“I feel that the media is 
defi nitely more centered 
around the younger 
generation. Were going to 
be the ones stepping up 
to change the world, and 
the media is recognizing 
that.” - Ophelia Jacobson, 16

“Activism is almost taking 
the focus, not from more 
important issues, but from 
issues that need to have a 
spotlight too. It’s a good 
thing that they cover 
protests, it’s not that 
it’s giving the news a bad 
name, but there are other 
things going on.”
- Devoun Cetoute, 19

“What we believe news 
is today is something 
totally diff erent than it 
was 10 years ago, and as it 
changes, we have to adapt 
with it. The “new” news is 
thriving in social media. 
- Bella Ramirez, 15

“I feel that journalism and 
activism are working hand 
in hand for the better and 
especially in this political 
climate, it’s created a new 
generation of  students who 
care,” Pollan said. 

For students like Cohen and 
Pollan, the newfound voice in 
the communications fi eld is 
strong, and it will be something 
they believe can work and form 
new views on the profession. 

The heart of  journalism 
has taken a major turn, and 
whether that is for the better or 

for the worse, the generation 
of  future journalists are 
passionate about pursuing 
their love for the fi eld. Lowe 
said although he is not sure 
where the future will lead 
us, he believes that there can 
always be good journalism.                         

“We need to continue to 
educate journalists on what is 
right, fair, wrong, unfair,” he 
said, “and pour into them the 
notion that this democracy 
depends on fair and just 
journalism.”       

Journalism and activism collide as voices emerge

   THE YOUTH’S VOICE HAS BEEN 
AMPLIFIED, AND PEOPLE ARE 
REALLY CALLING AND DEMANDING 
FOR CHANGE. Lauren Cohen

HOW WE

ABOUT
THE 

Jami PollanLauren Cohen. Photos by Anna Wilder
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ANCHORING  IN         
                   THE BLOOD

manda Maier has grown up 
witnessing her mom, Liv Maier, 
as a news anchor, allowing 
her to experience the fi eld of  

journalism prior to coming to SMI. Originally 
from California, Liv Maier moved to Arizona 
to begin her career, and eventually relocated 
to Miami, where she worked as a reporter 
and fi nally as an anchor. “When she moved 
to Miami, she got a job at Channel 6, and she 
worked there for a few years, and then she 
transferred to Channel 4 News in Miami,” 
Maier said. 

Maier’s position allowed Amanda to see her 
work outside the home. Amanda said, “It’s 
really cool because you see another part of  
your mom that you don’t really see at home. 
You see her more serious, and it’s just really 
great to see that side of  a person when telling 
the news because it opens up a new view of  
them.”

Beside her mom, Maier grew up beneath the 
spotlight, showing the potential of  journalism 
to her, specifi cally the position of  anchoring. 
Amanda said “watching my mom enjoy her 
job so much and be so great at doing what she 
did has really infl uenced me in a career choice 
because it’s showed me that it could be a great 

job for me as well. She has moved me towards 
that direction and I like it.” 

To move towards becoming an anchor, 
Amanda decided to attend the SMI, similar to 
how her mom prepared for her own job. “I’m 
doing what my mom did to prepare for her job, 
and it’s really cool to experience that at such a 
young age because I know that she experienced 
that after college, and it’s cool that I’m getting a 
head start and learning the things that she did.” 

Watching her mom succeed and enjoy her 
career, she started to envision being in her 
position and working in the fi eld of  broadcast 
journalism. 

Maier said her mom believes she would 
succeed as an anchor. “She always tells me, 
I think that would be a great career for you 
Amanda because we’re very similar and we 
both think the same things, so I think I will 
defi nitely go down that path.” 

Not only did her mom suggest the career 
of  anchoring, she also gave her advice for 
reporting successfully in the newsroom 
environment. Amanda said “she always told me 
to have confi dence when I’m speaking and to 
know what I’m talking about, and speak clear 
so the audience can hear what you’re actually 
saying and listen to the news.”

Relationship between mother 
and daughter inspires future 

career as a news anchor 

Story by 
Mariana Alvarez 
and Kelly Keehan

Reading from a 
teleprompter, Chad 
Hense practices as 

an anchor. Students 
in the anchoring 

specialization spoke on-
air beginning Monday. 

“We were talking 
about a few events 

that happened within 
the past week or so, 

and it helped because 
a lot of  people didn’t 

have the teleprompter 
experience,” Hense 

said. Photos by Kelly Keehan 
 

Amanda Maier

Liv Maier

Speaking in front of  her  
peers, Katherine Fox 

presents recent news. The 
anchoring students spoke 

in front of  their peers to 
help gain confi dence.  “I 
want to bring something 

back for my teacher to 
help train the new up 

and coming anchors for 
next year because I’m 

going into my junior year, 
so after this, I’m really 

not going to be there, so 
might as well take the 
opportunity and help 

others,” Fox said. 
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SHARPER IMAGES
Broadcast journalists 
take skills above and 

beyond in the industry

Speaking on a microphone, Isabelle Murphy 
interviews another student at SMI. Some of  
the students who completed the broadcasting 
specialization spoke next to the person they 
interviewed, but out of  the camera shot. “I 
wrote for my newspaper, and it was really fun. 
I think I’m a really strong writer, but I was in a 
broadcast journalism class. I was more behind 
the scenes editing, and I really wanted to be a 
better talker, so I thought with the experience I 
had it was the subject that I could make the most 
growth in,” Murphy said. Photo by Kelly Keehan

Adjusting the camera, Nick Parkinson 
prepares to fi lm an interview. 
Broadcast students both interviewed 
other students and worked behind the 
scenes as a cameraman. “I’ve been 
doing this since freshman year so I’ve 
kind of  learned how to use cameras. 
I had to learn how to use this camera 
because it’s a little more advanced, but 
it’s pretty much all the same on most 
cameras, so I was able to get the hang 
of  it pretty quickly,” Parkinson said. 
Photo by Kelly Keehan

Standing in front of a camera, Jonathan 
Gonzalez practices a standup, which is part of  
the introduction and outro. Practicing speaking 
in front of  the camera on Monday allowed 
students in broadcasting to feel comfortable 
doing a stand-up. “I have a lot of  experience 
doing this already, so I’d done it before. I was 
running it with my partner because he was pretty 
new,” Gonzalez said. Photo by Mariana Alvarez

Elisabell 
VelazquezI decided to do broadcasting because my ultimate goal 

is to become a broadcast journalist and so I wanted 
to know what is involved in the fi eld of journalism and 
broadcasting, so I feel like this opportunity of being in 
a specialization showed me exactly what broadcasting 
consists of, and I really like it.

Back at my school in Melbourne, I’ve been on the news 
team, and I’ve been brought up to the producer position. 
I’m interested in the reporting and anchoring. I’m excited 
to take all of the tips and tricks I’ll learn here back to my 

school in the fall.

Marie 
Claire 

Goldfarb

Elisabell
Velazquez

&

Why did you choose
broadcasting?
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THE  STORY
Students dive deeper into documentaries 
in the fi lmmaking specialization

Reporting by Ainsley McCormick

Olivia Fernandez and Diana Jimenez 
Alvarado check the camera before shooting. 
“I think this program has been super helpful 
and will defi nitely aid me in my future 
career,” Fernandez said.

Teaching assistant Gigi Gorgone poses while 
the class sets up the cameras. “I’ve loved 
getting to know all the students. They have 
so much experience, way more than I did at 
their age,” Gorgone said.

“Before this class I knew nothing about the 
camera, so it’s helped me a lot,” said Harley 
Dean, as he is shown the diff erent parts of  
the camera. Photos by Bailly Gray

Alexis Queen and 
Madelyn Perera are 

making a documentary 
about WUFT News 

master controller 
Keith Greter. Their 

documentary focuses 
on both Greter’s work 
and his fun personality. 

Their main goal with the 
documentary is to show 
Greter as a person and 
not just as an employee 
for WUFT. “He’s goofy; 
he’s actually a human. 

He’s in this room isolated 
all day, but all the people 

who interact with him 
think he’s hilarious, and 

we wanted to focus on the 
human aspect of  him,” 

Perera said.

Stephanie Garcia and 
Caton Gonzalez made 
a documentary about 
museum coordinator 

Jonnie Dietz. Their 
documentary focuses 
on Dietz’s work on the 
Masters of  the Night: 

The True Story of  Bats 
at the Florida Museum 

of  Natural History. 
Their main goal is to 
showcase the exhibit 
and her work behind 
it. “The documentary 

is about what she does. 
We asked her a bunch 

of  questions about 
what she does on her 
day-to-day basis and 
she explained a lot,” 

Garcia said.

Noah Fineberg and 
Isabelle Gain made a 
documentary about 

the Show Me the Mini 
art exhibit at the Harn 
Museum of Art. � e 

exhibit showcases di� erent 
Asian art pieces, and 

highlights the idea that art 
comes in all shapes and 
sizes. While some of the 

other projects focus on the 
people behind the projects, 
Fineberg and Gain chose 

to focus on the exhibit 
itself. “We really wanted 
to focus on the exhibit as 
a whole and less on the 

people involved,” 
Fineberg said.

WHO IS THE 
MASTER 

CONTROLLER?

THE TALE 
OF THE

BATWOMEN 

ART IS ART,
NO MATTER
HOW SMALL 
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“I have seen a slight diff erence 
in the pictures I have taken this 
week as opposed to pictures I 
have taken before this workshop. I 
have really seen an improvement 
in my pictures, for I have learned 
to shoot manual and really 
understand how the ISO, shutter 
speed, F-stop and aperture can 
aff ect a picture.”

“I believe my photography skills 
have improved during my time 

at SMI. I am extremely grateful 
to have been able to attend 

this program.”

“I defi nitely have seen 
improvement in the photos I’ve 

taken since I’ve arrived. I was 
fairly confi dent in the photos I 

was taking before camp, but now 
Professor Freeman has opened my 

eyes to diff erent aspects that will 
help turn my photography skills up 

a notch.” 

“I defi nitely do see an improvement 
in my pictures after attending the 
photojournalism workshop at SMI. 
Professor Freeman taught me to 
take pictures diff erent from our 
average by looking for repeating 
shapes and diff erent angles, along 
with other artistic elements to 
enhance my images.”

CASSIDY 
SCHUCK

EVA
OKUNIEFF

EMILY
PORTER

NAOMI
BITTON

THEStudents practice 
bettering their photos

Reporting by
Danielle Porres
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he addition of  
modern magazine 
production was just 
one change for the 

2018 SMI. 
Challenged with the task 

of  creating a magazine in 
four days required new and 
innovative collaboration.

Students joined forces and 
created a game plan for 
layout, photos and copy of  
the entire magazine on day 
one. 

Professional magazines 
provided inspiration for a 
unique, modern style for 
magazine. 

Students took on diff erent 
aspects of  the publication 
creating a busy room fi lled 
with dynamic discussions and 
debates. 

Learning to cooperate with a 
team of  new faces was a skill to 
they would bring back to their 
own publications. 

“For the past two years, we 
actually made a yearbook,” 
said Joe Humphrey, who co-
taught the class with Jill Burns. 
“But this year we shifted the 
focus to make a magazine so 
the program would appeal to 

more students. It has worked 
out well because the class 
attracted more students with 
more varied backgrounds.” 

Immersed in the fi nal hours 
of  production on Thursday, 
Lauren LaTulippe said the 
most challenging part was 
“that now everything is kicked 
into a higher gear almost. 
Everyone’s still fi nishing up, 
making last minute touches, 
and with all of  that we still 
need to make sure everything 
stays cohesive and fl ows in the 
magazine.”

Students learn and make a 
magazine in less than one week

Story by 
Kristen Johnson

Hard at work, Ainsley 
McCormick designs the 

layout for the writing 
specialization spread. 

Photo by Kristen  Johnson

Lauren LaTulippe points out 
her favorite design elements 

to her peers Brianna Jewett 
and Kristen Johnson. 

Photo by Ainsley McCormick

Designers Anna Wilder 
and LaTulippe choose a 
color palette. 
Photo by Ainsley McCormick

Jewett organizes pictures 
and copy. 
Photo by Kristen Johnson

It’s hard because we don’t know each other but it’s so great meeting new people. 
I love working with people of all ages and all diff erent skill types because I learn so 
much and end up bringing back a lot of amazing friends and ideas.

I learned that it is completely possibly to plan something start to fi nish in such a 
small amount of time. In yearbook we have a whole year to make our product but 

here we barely have a week. It was a really good push for deadlines as well.Anna 
Wilder

Gracey
Davis

&
What have you learned while creating a magazine 

in one week with a new team?
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ess than 20 people 
sit in a room, 
but an infi nite 
amount of  ideas 

churn inside each of  their 
minds. The SMI writing 
specialization class may not be 
as physically tiring as classes 
like sports reporting, but this 
class requires students to 
apply an immense amount 
of  mental energy throughout 
the day as students take on 
the task of  writing stories to 
cover diff erent aspects of  the 
workshop. 

Taught by professor Mike 
Foley, many knew him for his 
unique choice in wardrobe: 
eccentric graphic T-shirts. As 

he educates the class on topics 
like how to conduct proper 
interviews, his voice captures 
the attention of  each person 
in the room as his passion for 
journalism shines from behind 
the round spectacles sitting on 
his face. 

When they’re not on the 
third fl oor of  the journalism 
and communications school 
typing away on the keyboard, 
the students sit hunched 
around a U-shaped table 
scribbling notes and hoping 
to catch every word that rolls 
off  Foley’s tongue. Papers 
with scribbles and cross marks 
are passed back to each 
student, revealing decades of  

THE WRITE SKILLS

“I became really passionate about 
pursuing investigative journalism 

last year. I’m hoping to gain insight 
into what makes a journalistic 

pieces interesting and how to create 
a story that’s eff ective and poignant. 

The writing class has been 
wonderful. Mike Foley is one of  the 
best teachers and educators I have 

met in my whole life, and I can’t 
wait to come here and take his class. 

That’s how much I love him.”
- Samuel Bogle

“I found out about the camp from 
the environmental journalism 
professor here, Ms. Barnett. She’s 
friends with professor Lowe, and she 
recommended it to me as a good 
way to get myself  started in the 
College of  Journalism. My goal is 
to end up being an environmental 
writer, which is why I got into 
contact with Ms. Barnett. I took 
professor Foley’s writing class 
because I know I need to develop 
basic journalism skills because my 
high school never had a newspaper.”
- Danielle Ivanov

experience in writing and editing that 
Foley brings to the week-long class.

By the end of  the week, the students 
had been presented a multitude of  
ways to improve their writing and 
take with them in whatever path they 
choose in life.

Attendees learn how to become better writers through 
interviewing, editing and fi nalizing several articles

Story by 
Ainsley McCormick

A STORY 
THAT’S 
EFFECTIVE 
AND 

POIGNANT

Ashly McNally multitasks while 
listening to Foley and taking notes. 
Photos by Ainsley McCormick

Professor Mike Foley 
explains how to 
conduct an interview.

Victoria Filippi 
focuses on Foley’s 
teachings. 

- Samuel Bogle
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What is the game plan for the week? The students will be working on 30-minute videos which 
allow them to get a hands-on experience with the equipment and get used to reporting in the 
camera. They will also have the opportunity to chat with professionals about the struggles the 
encountered while on the job and asking questions like how does posting demo videos of  them-
selves reporting help them to fi nd jobs.

What do you think is the most impactful moment for the students throughout the 
course? After students fi nish fi lming and editing the videos, they get to see the result of  all their 
hard work on a big screen and their reactions to the outcomes are just priceless. I guess you could 
say its a big tuning point in the course.

 What separates these students that participate at SMI’s sports reporting specialization 
from the ones that don’t when they apply for jobs? SMI students learn to cover a variety of  
sports, be versatile with what you talk about, how to step away from the stats and players and also 
how to get a behind the scenes insight which allows you to learn the full story.

 FROM
THE Sports journalism students learn 

skills and take them to the Swamp

Reporting by 
Isabella Rodriguez

Sophomore JD 
Mason records 
Jessie Grillo for 

sports reporting’s 
30-minute show. 

Photo by Isabella 
Rodriguez

&
Dennis
 Black

Rising senior Lilly 
Randolph sets up a camera 
outside the stadium.

Davis Johnson and Naveen Shankar, 
rising seniors, edit their 30-minute 
videos. Photos by Isabella Rodriguez
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Sunday June 24
Touring the 
University 
of  Florida

Monday June 25 
Introductions, pros & 
cons of  social media 
and use of  space

Tuesday June 26
Vertical storytelling 
on Snapchat and 
Instagram

Wednesday, June 27
Live coverage with 
Instagram and 
Facebook

Thursday, June 28 
Professional narratives 
with LinkedIn

FACE 
DEMONS

Shay Porter, 17, explains how she 
uses social media to gain positivity 
and increase her confi dence

Story by
Bella Ramirez

n aspiring leader and 
champion of  enter-

tainment management, Shay 
Porter views social media as 
a way to fi nd inspiration and 
confi dence. “Some people 
can look at Instagram ac-
counts and be jealous or feel 
bad about themselves from 
seeing other people but for 
me it just inspires me, like I 
know I can get to a position 
where I can be like the peo-
ple I see online,” Porter says. 

Nevertheless, Porter feels 
insecurity, however she uses 
advice to get through it. “I 

am going to refer back to a 
quote from Malick Mercier, 
‘You don’t have to be fearless, 
just fear less.’ I think mostly for 

me I’m kind of  self  conscious 
in what [I] should post about 
and blog about. You want 
people to hear your voice but 
you are kind of  scared about 
being judged for it,” Porter 
said.  She advises to not let 
fear “remain in the driver’s 
seat,” while still explaining 
that fear is natural.

Although Porter keeps her 
politics and Instagram sepa-
rate, students have displayed 
interest in social media to 
participate in movements. 
“We have direct access with 
this and also the #Me-
Too movement and other 

Julia Coin, 17
@juliacoin

Skylar 
Backman,17, 
and Samantha 
Fuss, 17
@skybachman

“Our 
assignment 
was to 
explore 
‘iPhone-og-
raphy’ so we 
went around 
the building 
fi nding 
diff erent 
spins we 
could put on 
seemingly 
normal 
events,” 
Coin said.

“Instead 
of  taking 
pictures of  
objects we 
wanted peo-
ple to take 
pictures of  
us. We want 
to show ev-
eryone how 
positive this 
atmosphere 
is and how 
happy we are 
to be here,” 
Balitsaras 
said.

Quinn 
Balitsaras, 17 
and Yasmeen 
Asfoor, 16
@quiinn_and_yaz

Beatrize 
Bombarda, 
17
@beabom-
barda

“This was made on Wednesday 
and we were assigned a project 
to tell a narrative through social 
media so we decided to do how 
to stay cool in this hot weather,” 
Bachman said.

“What inspired my photography 
was the fact that I had to change 
my perspective on what taking 
pictures with my phone is,” 
Bombarda said.

INSTAMAZING:

TICK, TOCK: The students learned how to use several social media platforms for storytelling

Students create Instagram Stories to document their week at SMI

movements online. I think that 
students are really interested 
in change with the tools they 
already have at their disposal,” 
said Samantha Ragland, the 
Social Media instructor.

Shay Porter relaxes after lunch. Porter 
felt impacted by the keynote speakers. 
“When a white man walks into the 
room he is automatically respected, 
whereas a woman or a person of  color 
has to earn that respect, so it’s nice to 
hear people are already in the same 
position as you,” Porter said. 
Photos by Bella Ramirez

Samantha Ragland reviews social 
media inspiration on Tuesday. After 
the review, students created their own 
interactive Instagram stories. 
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t hroughout the 
week, students 
were able to 
choose from an 

array of  electives that signifi ed 
the beginning of  each day 
h Directly following the 
elective, all students gathered 
in the auditorium for keynote 
presentations, meant to 
inspire. The keynotes covered 
a wide variety of  topics that 
are applicable to today’s 
atmosphere: social media, 
racism, leadership, censorship, 
and fact-fi nding. 

As a pioneer of  the 
journalistic revolution 
in social media, Malick 
Mercier, a sophomore from 
Ithaca College, shared his 
experiences, both positive and 
negative, in this new fi eld. 
Mercier found ways to blend 
personality and storytelling 
into his personal brand during 
Sunday’s speech, the fi rst 
keynote. 

Besides from sharing 
his knowledge, he also 
encouraged living life to the 
fullest. 

“I think a lot of  people don’t 
know what they want to do 
and not knowing what you 
want to do is fi ne but you 
need to fi nd something that 
you like. A lot of  people are 
waiting and to me, it’s waiting 
for what? Waiting for the 
world to help you out? I think 
the world will, but you have to 
show up. So, show up on one 
thing that you like,” Mercier 
said. 

This was only Day 1 for SMI 
students. 

NPR television critic Eric 
Deggans met with students 
Monday to discuss breaking 
down the walls between races. 

A panel of  diverse and 
successful women off ered 
advice on leadership and 
team building on Tuesday. 
The panel was moderated 
by Mira Lowe of  UF 
CJC. One panelist, Miami 
Herald Executive Editor 
Mindy Marques Gonzalez, 
told students to never “be 
apologetic about the role 
[they’re] in.”

Wednesday’s speaker, Frank 
LoMonte, covered the way 
students can achieve their own 
voice and left everyone with a 
lasting impression after asking 
people to write down an 
article that’s been rejected. 

With student censorship, 
anxiety, and racism 
prominent, each speaker 
infl uenced the aspiring 
journalists to see a bigger 
picture.

Thursday morning, Alexios 
Mantzarlis of  The Poynter 
Institute discussed the 
importance of  fact-checking. 
He gave a few real life 
examples where fact-checking 
was necessary to combat false 
claims in order to showcase 
the vitality of  it. Mantzarlis 
also taught the proper 
methodology behind fact 
checking, a skill every person 
in SMI will be able to utilize 
in the future.

Six keynote speakers, 19 elective 
options and six days to do it all

Frank LoMonte speaks of his eff orts 
to end high school journalism 
censorship. LoMonte has helped pass 
laws in 14 states that limit the amount 
of  censorship placed on high school 
journalists. “I learned that although 
sometimes administration makes me 
feel like I don’t have a voice, in reality 
I have certain rights that allow me to 
share important news,” said Macie 
Goldfarb. Photo by Anna Welch

NPR TV critic Eric Deggans guides 
students through a four-question test 
that defi nes their racial bias. Students 
who passed the quiz received a free 
copy of  his book, “Race-Baiter.” Shay 
Porter said, “After Eric Deggans, I 
was mostly shocked because I didn’t 
even realize the biases I had.” Photo 
by JP Lorie

Mira Lowe moderates a panel with 
Samantha Ragland, Jessica Palombo, 
Jimena Tavel and Mindy Marques 
Gonzalez. They were asked questions 
about leadership. “I learned that if  
you want something, you have to go 
and get it rather than let it come to 
you,” said Sierra Jackson. Photo by 
JP Lorie

KEYS TO Story 
by Bella 
Ramirez

TWITTER FEED
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“‘Know Your Audience’

SPOKE TO ME 
because it included talking about 
diversity today to sort of  target 

audiences.” 

Ernest Hooper shares humorous anecdotes to kick off the elective opinion 
writing. Hooper has been a columnist at the Tampa Bay Times for many years 
and offered his tips and tricks to be a successful opinion writer that he’s gathered 
throughout his experience. “Mr. Hooper had many valuable approaches to 
opinion writing that I know I’m definitely going to use frequently in the future,” 
said Lauren LaTulippe. Photo by Alexis Schatten

Ashly McNally

“‘Google Search Hacks’ was a 
smaller class so it was easier to 

ask questions and 

SHE KNEW 
ALL OF THE 

ANSWERS
 to them. I now know how to 
search things faster and more 

efficiently.”

Instructor Kelly Kelly starts her elective off by memorizing names, saying statistics and ways media can represent those 

with mental health issues. She had students build a mental map to create ideas for possible articles after her presentation. 
“[The mental map] just grew and grew, it went from one [idea] to 30, to like 90. It was all very quickly and it just brought 
up a lot of  points that we’re not very aware of. [It made me] happy that other people cared. You don’t see that a lot,” 
Keslyn Carpenter said. Photo by Bella Ramirez

Hannah Shortino

“The good part about ‘Color 
Correction’ is that you get to learn 

HOW TO FIX THE 
COLOR QUALITY 

of  an image post-production.”

Myra Monroe Carr teaches the 
importance of  impartiality in coverage 
of  controversial issues. “[Her] 
presentation reminded me that our 
role is to be defenders of  the truth,” 
said Katie Delk. Photo by JP Lorie

Radio veteran Ryan Vasquez 
discusses with a student the young 
man’s idea for a new podcast. 
Vasquez taught everything to do with 
making a podcast successful, from the 
audio, to the format, to the central 
idea. “I really liked learning about 
the different types of  microphones 
and technology. It was useful for 
propelling yourself  into what you 
want to do in the future,” said Bailly 
Gray. Photo by Lauren LaTulippe

Jonathan Gonzalez

TAKE YOUR PICK
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Students choose 
from a variety of 
morning electives



LUXURIOUS LIVING

AWAY
FROMStudents fi nd many ways to 

chill out in their dorms

Reporting  by Bailly Gray 
and Alexis Schatten

“I was worried about 
my skincare at camp so 
we decided to do some 
face masks and relax” 

said Ainsley McCormick.
Photo by Danielle Porres

Whitney Williams and 
Hannah Silverman 
race in offi  ce chairs 

down the hallway.  
Photo by Kristen Johnson

Kristen Johnson decorated 
her room with fairy lights. 

Photo by Kristen Johnson

Johnathon Gonzalez 
shows his moves at the 

end of  workshop dance 
at Weaver Hall. Photo by 

Ainsley McCormick

   When someone goes on a trip to 
Florida, one might imagine that 
they would probably be packing 
tank tops, shorts, lots of  water, and 
fuzzy Mickey ears. At SMI this year, 
students brought everything from their 
professional cameras to their Gator 
gear. But many people would not think 
about the more … creative side of  
packing. 

   For Madelyn Perera of  West Palm Beach, her 
interesting item of  the week was a pack of  bowling pins. 
   In addition to the regular items one might pack such 
as clothes, a notebook and pens, Perera decided that 
bowling pins were the perfect piece of  luggage. Perera 
said that she had come with her roommate who she had 
known for a long time, and that she wanted to make sure 
they both had a great time. 
   “Unpacking them were a mess. We ended up bringing 
them downstairs to the fi rst fl oor with 
a couple others, but more people 
started to get involved as we played,” 
Perera said. 
   While Perera thought of  a more 
creative side to having a fun bowling 
night with friends, Brooke Murray of  
Longwood brought something a little 
less fun, but more practical than ever. 
Searching through her Longchamp 
handbag, Murray pulled out a pocketbook copy of  the 
U.S. Constitution. 
   “I got it at (U.S. Sen.) Marco Rubio’s offi  ce where I 
intern, and have had it for a long time,” Murray said. 
   Murray said that she carries her little booklet 
everywhere, just in case someone may infringe upon her 
rights or if  she ever ran into the law. 
   “Marco Rubio actually signed it, but it sadly got ripped 
out,” Murray said, “but my goal is to have multiple 
senators sign it because I’m involved in a lot of  political 

Elisabell Velazquez decorated 
her dorm to mimic her bedroom 

at home. Photo by Elisabell Valazques

Anna Wilder and Macy 
Goldfarb get their 

groove on at the dance 
party in Weaver Hall

Photo by Ainsley McCormick
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F           D 
FRENZY

Gator Corner Dining Hall and Fresh Food Company were the go-to  
eating spots, with two meals at Gator Corner and dinner at Fresh Food.

Reitz Union was the more expensive option, offering Wendy’s, Pollo Tropical, 
Panda Express, Croutons, Starbucks and Subway. It’s right near the College of  
Journalism and Communications, making for a quick and convenient meal.

Although there were options on campus, some students opted to order   
food from places like Papa John’s, Insomnia Cookies and Tropical Smoothie 
Cafe, with orders delivered to their dorms.

Many students came to SMI equipped for any midnight cravings they might 
have during the week. Students brought everything from a tub of  cheeseballs to 
a box of  Smucker’s Uncrustables. Photos by Bailly Gray and Alexis Schatten

VS.

SMI has grown so much in the last year that a second 
dorm is being used. With 50 more students than last 
year, SMI has officially outgrown Weaver. While most of  
the workshop’s attendees are staying in Weaver Hall this 
week, 28 are staying in North Hall. 

Because the dorms have such different numbers, stu-
dents in both dorms have had vastly different experiences.

“I think North is better. You can go down to the bottom 
floor in your jammies with absolutely no judgment,” said 
Isabelle Gain, who’s staying in North Hall this week and 
has made many close friendships this week because of  it.

Because Weaver is bigger, it’s easier to hang out with 
friends right up until 11, when students must be in their 
dorms. Students like Noah Fineberg, a proud Weaver 
student, have expressed that they think that Weaver allows 
students to get to know more of  the others attending SMI. 

“I think Weaver Hall is more beneficial just because you 
get to hang out with more people,” Fineberg said.

Much like the real college experience, different forms of  
housing will have different benefits. SMI’s halls and the 
ways they affect students in the program are very similar 
to how life will be for students at SMI. Whether they end 
up at the University of  Florida or not, and regardless of  
which hall SMI students were in this week, it’s a great 
indicator of  how students will feel about living in dorms 
during college in years to come.

N
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 ON
Students enjoying the 

UF campus and its traditions

Anna Wilder, 
Katie Fox and 

Macie Goldfard

Bailly Gray and 
Olivia Fernandez 

outside of  Ben 
Hill Griffin 

Stadium

Julia Coin, Cindy Sheng and Alexis Queen
Mariana Alvarez and Isabella 
Rodriguez in the CJC atrium 

Lilly Ghela and Katie Fox at “The Swamp” Noah Olivero, Camryn Ford, Jordan Payne and Dominick Chappone
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“I’d like to say that 
Tom Brady is my
celebrity crush. 
Isn’t he cute?”

“Obama is my 
celebrity crush 
for sure. He’s still 
my president.”

Jamaal  CorleyNick Parkinson Lauren Cohen

“Olivia Munn is my 
wife. I look at her 
24/7, she’s so 
gorgeous.”

Jonathan Gonzalez

“My all time 
favorite 
celebrity crush is 
JLO.”

Chad Hense

Tyler Clure

Marissa Briggs

Brooke Murray

IT    The scoop on celebrity 
crushes and game night
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Nylee Alston
Gainesville

Writing

Amaya Aguilar
Tucson, Arizona

Social Media Storytelling

Mariana Alvarez
Marietta, Georgia

Modern Magazine Production

Sarah Andros
Jupiter

Broadcast News Reporting

Yasmeen Asfoor
Oviedo

Social Media Storytelling

Skylar Bachman
Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey
Social Media Storytelling

Quinn Balitsaris
Wayne, Pennsylvania

Social Media Storytelling

Lana Bautista
Pompano Beach

Filmmaking

Khylin Bellhorn
Oakland Park

On-Air Performance

David Bernstein
Boca Raton

Sports Reporting

Joel Bernstein
Boca Raton

Sports Reporting

Charlea Bing
Tampa

Broadcast News Reporting

Naomi Bitton
Sunny Isles Beach
Photojournalism

Samuel Bogle
Jacksonville Beach

Writing

Marissa Briggs
Lakewood Ranch
Photojournalism

Clio Bruno
Tampa

Photojournalism

Emily Canamella
Oviedo

Social Media Storytelling

Kate Caranante
Tampa

Sports Reporting

Keslynn Carpenter
Palm Harbor

Modern Magazine Production

Monroe Carr
Melrose

Photojournalism

Benjamin Carsello
Weston

Sports Reporting

Arianna Carter
Davenport

Writing

Dominic Chiappone
Miami

On-Air Performance

Crystiana Clemmons
Deerfield Beach
Photojournalism

Tyler Clure
Newtown, Connecticut
On-Air Performance

Lauren Cohen
Gainesville

Social Media Storytelling

Julia Coin
Fort Myers

Social Media Storytelling

Arielle Daniels
Portsmouth, Virginia

Photojournalism
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Beatriz Martinez Bombarda
Celebration

Social Media Storytelling

Diana Jimenez Alvarado
Pompano Beach

Filmmaking



Q. When did 
the trend of  
wearing the 
shirts start?

A. “So the trend 
of  Professor 
Lowe’s wearing 
Hawaiian shirts 
started a few years 
ago but it really 
took off when he came to Florida after 
working in Milwaukee.”

Q. How many 
Hawaiian shirts does 
he have?

A. “He has at least 
a dozen. Last count I 
think I counted at least 
12.”

Q. What is your 
thoughts on the 
shirts?

“I think they’re fun and reflective of  
his personality.”

Julia DeBardeleben
Jacksonville

Writing

Katie Delk
Tampa
Writing

Tamani Dexter
Gainesville

Photojournalism

Andrew Dominguez
Wellington

Sports Reporting

Kami Eaton
Sanford

Social Media Storytelling

Olivia Fernandez
Tampa

Filmmaking

Victoria Filippi
Davenport

Writing

Noah Fineberg
Coral Springs
Filmmaking

Camryn Ford
Gainsville

Filmmaking

Katie Fox
Milton

Sports Reporting

Kathryn Fox
Port Saint Lucie

On-Air Performance

Amanda Friedman
Jupitar
Writing

Samantha Fuss
New York Cit6y

Social Media Storytelling

Isabelle Gain
Fort Lauderdale

Filmmaking

Stephanie Garcia
Lake Worth
Filmmaking

Clara Garriga Dominquez
Pompano Beach

Filmmaking

Marybeth Garrison
Fleming Island

Social Media Storytelling

Lily Ghela
Saint Augustine

On-Air Performance

Gabe Glassman
Parkland

On-Air Performance

MAN IN THE HAWAIIAN SHIRT Story by 
Gracey Davis

We asked Mira Lowe, SMI Director Herbert Lowe’s wife, 
to fill us in on his Hawaiian shirt collection.
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Gracey Davis
Davenport

Modern Magazine Production

Harley Dean
Newberry

Filmmaking



Marie-Claire Goldfarb
Indialantic

Broadcast News Reporting

Caton Gonzalez
Tampa

Filmmaking

Joseph Gonzalez
Homestead

Broadcast News Reporting

Jonathan Gonzalez
Homestead

Broadcast News Reporting

Bailly Gray
Tampa

Modern Magazine Production

Olivia Gray
Odessa
Writing

Jesse Grillo
Wellington

Sports Reporting

Larissa Grillo
Wellington

Modern Magazine Production

Cory Grossman
Saint Johns
Filmmaking

Dan Gruber
Norwood, Massachusetts
Social Media Storytelling

Lukas Guerra
Miami

Broadcast News Reporting

Alex Haak
Winter Springs

Broadcast News Reporting

Bailey Hamilton
Port Charlotte

On-Air Performance

Chad Hense
Tampa

On-Air Performance

Jadin Hobdy
Gainesville 

Writing

Aiden Hoey
North Venice

Photojournalism

Nadja Holland
Gainesville
Filmmaking

Emma Hudson
Seminole

Sports Reporting

Shawn Humphery
Melbourne

Sports Reporting

Danielle Ivanov
Gainesville

Writing

Ava Jackson
Tallahassee

Sports Reporting

Sierra Jackson
Gainesville

Social Media Storytelling

Ophelie Jacobson
Melbourne

Broadcast News Reporting

Dawn Jamison
Richfield, Minnesota

Sports Reporting

Brianna Jewett
Miami

Modern Magazine Production

Kristen Johnson
Pembroke Pines

Modern Magazine Production

Davis Johnson
Gainesville

Sports Reporting

Isiah Joseph
New Castle, Deleware

Socila Media Storytelling

Kelly Keehan
Vienna, Virginia

Modern Magazine Production

Cameron Keehley
Canton, Georgia
Sports Reporting
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Brooks Keehley
Canton, Georgia 
Photojournalism

Campbell Kent
Ormond Beach

On-Air Performance

Sara Kline
Fort Lauderdale

Social Media Storytelling

Emily Klingenberg
Altamonte Springs
Sports Reporting

Jacqueline Kowalewski
New Port Richey
Photojournalism

Harrison Krimsky
Plantation

Sports Reporting

Ally Kueser
Davie

On-Air Performance

Mariana Larsen
Coconut Creek

Broadcast News Reporting

Lauren LaTulippe
Ormond Beach

Modern Magazine Production

Megan Leiter
Plantation

Writing

Maya Levy
Tallahassee

Broadcast News Reporting

Grace Long
Tequesta

Broadcast News Reporting

Amanda Maier
Palmetto Bay

On-Air Performace

Michael Mangieri
Vero Beach

Sports Reporting

Bethany Marsh
Middleburg

Writing

Kennedy Mason
Orlando

On-Air Performance

What is it like from a girls’ 
point of  view here at SMI?
“Well in my specialization, we totally 
outnumber the guys, there’s only 
four guys in my specializtion and 
they all want to go into sports report-
ing. I’ve been on air and an on air 
and anchoring performance which is 
a field mainly dominated by women 
so that’s how it seems to be.”
What is it like in girls’ dorm 
life?
“It is loud, they will scream, they 
will shout, they will blast music. I 
mean we do have late night heart 
to hearts, we talk about boyfriends, 
ex-boyfriends. Our RA sat us down 
and talked about her past boyfriends 
for like 3 hours. It was interesting 
because she was the only one talking. 
So it’s fun in the dorm rooms.”
How is the friendmaking like 
here?
“At first I thought everyone hated me 
but that was just my self  concsiou-
ness, anxiety getting to me. I didn’t 
think my roommate liked me and 
it turns out she didn’t know how to 
talk to me but now we’re just making 
weird faces at each other. She gets 
the ugly Snapchats so she knows 
she’s a real friend then.”

What is the guys’ point of  view 
here at SMI?
“It’s pretty cool, a lot of  fun. We get 
to sleep in the dorm rooms, kind of  
get to experience college life and 
learn about journalism which is also 
pretty cool.”
More on the dorm life, what is 
it like?
“Waking up at 7 is kind of  hard 
every day because we’re staying 
up pretty late having a good time. 
Breakfast is good. As far as the 
dorms go it’s cool meeting new 
people you stay with.”
What is the friend-making 
experience like, meeting new 
people?
“I think it’s pretty good. It depends 
on how outgoing you are and willing 
to meet new people and it’s great. 
I’ve met a lot of  new people here.”
What have you taken away from 
here, what have you learned?
“I have learned that communication 
skills are very important and you 
need it in life forever.”

AND SAID Story by 
Gracey 
Davis and
Arianna 
Carter

Two students share their 
experience at SMI

KATHRYN FOX

BEN 
CARSELLO
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Julius Mason
Wellington

Sports Reporting

Ainsley McCormick
Pembroke Pines

Modern Magazine Production

Ashly McNally
Pompano Beach 

Writing

A’Marria Mills
Gainesville

Writing

Taylor Morelli
Boynton Beach

Writing

Isabelle Murphy
Winter Haven

Broadcast News Reporting

Brooke Murray
Longwood

Broadcast News Reporting

Owen Noland
Greenwood Village, Colorado

Sports Reporting

Vann Noland
Greenwood Village, Colorado

Sports Reporting

Nora O’Neill
Tampa
Writing

Skyler O’Hare
Wellington

Modern Magazine Production

Eva Okunieff 
Gainesville

Photojournalism

Noah Olivero
Archer

Sports Reporting

Nicholas Parkinson
Norwood

Broadcast News Reporting

Kaitlin Patch
Columbia, South Carolina

On-Air Performance

Bella Patrick
Windermere

Social Media Storytelling

Jordan Payne
Cary, North Carolina

Filmmaking

Madelyn Perera
West Palm Beach

Filmmaking

FROM  AND Reporting by 
Faith Tirarahardja

Students came from all over the country to attend SMI
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Tyra Peterson
Gainesville

Social Media Storytelling

Alonna Phillips
Gainesville

Social Media Storytelling

Jamie Polan
Tallahassee

Writing

Danielle Porres
Pembroke Pines

Modern Magazine Production

Shay Porter
Fernandina Beach

Social Media Storytelling

Emily Porter
Nokomis

Photojournalism

Sydney Potts
Lake Mary

Social Media Storytelling

Kruis Prieto
Weston

Filmmaking

Alexis Queen
Fort Myers
Filmmaking

Bella Ramirez
Hollywood

Modern Magazine Production

Lillian Randolph
West Palm Beach
Sporrts Reporting

Jack Reid
Miami

Sports Reporting

Ashlee Rice
Madeira Beach

Filmmaking

Isabella Rodriguez
Carolina, Puerto Rico 

Modern Magazine Production

Cara Roth
Longwood

Social Media Storytelling

E’mani Russell
Greensboro, North Carolina

Social Media Storytelling

Taylor Ryczek
Boynton Beach

Sports Reporting

Alyssa Sanchez
Burleson, Texas 

Sports Reporting

Jolie Santiago
New City, New York

Anchoring/On-Air Performance

Alexis Schatten
Pompano Beach

Modern Magazine Production

Cassidy Schuck
Coconut Creek

Photojournalism

Naveen Shankar
Gainesville

Sports Reporting

Cassidy Sheldon
Weston

On-Air Performance

Hannah Shortino
Randolph
Writing

Kendall Siemienas
Windermere

Social Media Storytelling

Hannah Silverman
Nesconset, New York

Sports Reporting

Serra Sowers
Longwood

Writing

Faith Tirtarahardja
Lake Worth

Modern Magazine Production

Antione Turner
Gainesville

Writing

Elisabell Velazquez
Tampa

Broadcast News Reporting
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Eric Wade
Orlando

Photojournalism

Anna Welch
 Winter Springs

Writing

Emma Wilck
Winter Park

Anchoring/On-Air Performance

Anna Wilder
Indialantic

Modern Magazine Production

Dennis Black
Gainesville

Sports Reporting

Jill Burns
Tampa

Modern Magazine Production

Mike Foley
Gainesville

Writing

John Freeman
Gainesville

Photojournalism

Joe Humphrey
Lutz

Modern Magazine Production

Alyson Larson
Gainesville
Filmmaking

Samantha Ragland
Palm Beach

Social Media Storytelling

Tucker Berardi
RA/Multimedia

Jacklyn Campbell
RA

Justin Cho
RA/TA

Jamaal Corely
RA/TA

Alyssa Feliciano
RA/TA

Gigi Gorgone
RA/TA

Taylor Levesque
RA

Tranelle Maner
RA/TA 

Shamarria Morrison
RA/TA

Lauren Polk
RA/TA

Melissa Echenique
RA/TA

Marc Turchin
Gainesville
Filmmaking

Harrison Hove
Gainesville

Broadcast News Reporting

Summer Media Institute
University of Florida 2018

Save the dates for SMI 2019
June 23-28
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Bridget Grogan
Gainesville

On-Air Performance

Desirae Lee
RA

Whitney Williams
Bridgetown

On-Air Performance

Eden Wright
Fort Lauderdale

Filmmaking

Samahra Wright
Clermont

Broadcast News Reporting

Devoun Cetoute
RA/TA



Karina Elwood
Program Assistant

Devyn Mullis
Program Assistant

Herbert Lowe 
SMI Director

Easton Wollney
RA

Martha Collada
Administrative Support

Summer Media Institute
University of Florida 2018

Save the dates for SMI 2019
June 23-28
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